


QUR WORLD NOW

We, young people, have always been defined by decision makers, educational
systems and our own families as future actors for change, shapers of our societies
and drivers of new behaviours and understandings.

Unlike previous generations, we were born into a different world - interacting with
digital technology from an early age, which made us more acquainted to computers,
mobile devices and internet. We live in a world with a blurred distinction between
reality and virtuality, between humans, machines and nature. The world we live in
should reflect us - its inhabitants, but we do not feel free to shape it. We are referred
to as users, but even if that is the only world we know - does it really belong to us?

The cost of freedom can be very high - not everyone is aware of what it brings. We
need to be able to exercise our freedoms without fear of being judged for who we
are, but also to stay safe. We are not aware of the pre-internet and pre-technology
era and we did not have to adjust our lives to it. Internet and technology are an
indivisible part of it.

As the WORLD we live in - we are diverse. Hence, thinking that all young people are
alike and the same, might lead to losing the immense diversity we live in every day.

We believe in our own diversity and each individual's with their own complex
identities, backgrounds and attitudes that create their own sense of self, which in
all cases cannot be reduced to a single element or aspect. We believe in equality
and the importance of having a safe space to develop and create based on our own
varieties.



llf‘

<

PRIVACY DOESH'T MATTER MUCH, BECAYSE 17 SEEMS

LIKEWEDON'T HAv ANY:TWANT T0 Kivow WHAT

DATA'CAN B CovLECTRp AND SHARED BUT THE TERMS
AND CONDITIONS AR UNUNDERSTANDABLE

\

p



THE WORLD AS WE WANT 1T

We, young people, in the scope of WYRED space, want to feel that our voices matter.
We feel like the people with power are carrying out their agendas without listening
to our needs and voices. We want to be heard constantly, not only when you need
us.

We want to define the topics that are burning issues for us, to take part in deciding
on how we will discuss them and what kind of WORLD we want to live in.

We are aware that all dataisinterconnected and available to someone. Privacy doesn’t
matter much, because it seems like we don’t have any. We want to know what data
can be collected and shared, but the terms and conditions are ununderstandable.

We feel like we are being watched and listened to, even when we are told that we
aren’t. What if in the near future, internet and technology, will know what we want
before we do?

Our world was and is being shaped by others, without us having a say - there is
always somebody else deciding instead of us. We want to have our say, we want to
define our WORLD - rules, rights, expectations, responsibilities and obligations. We
do not want to be simple users, beneficiaries in the hands of others.
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JUR WORLD -
WHAT WILL WE DO TO MAKE LT BETTER

We will build a network of peers around the world, in all our differences, to raise our
voices and create safe spaces to express, interact and create. We need a space in
which we can explore our perspectives and interests in relation to society - online
and offline.

We need a platform from which we can communicate our perspectives to other
policy and decision makers. We want policy and decision makers to be in touch with
us directly, and for them to hear what we have to say.

We will be ourselves - creative, innovative, free. We will use different means of
engagement - arts, technology, research, face to face meetings, online tools to
express ourselves and our needs.

We will be positive - We need to show more respect by not just writing bad comments
without real reasons, but also by giving some advices for better content. When we
are online, we shouldn’t forget that we are talking to a real person. Internet is not
for hate speech.

We recognise the diversity of others. We must invest less effort in finding the
apparent similarities between us and others, and accept the diversity in which we
live. This will give equal opportunities to all population groups, enabling them to
progress as part of the society, and enjoy a human diversity that will shape us to
become better as human beings.

WYRED is a space that allows us to embrace this diversity that each and one of
us has to offer. WYRED is set to offer a space for all individuals to engage and not
be treated just as passive consumers, but ultimately as leaders, creators and main
actors.
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WE, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE CALLING UPON THE
STAKEROLDERS:

We, young people, commit to shape and be part of the WYRED activities in
accordance with the values of non-discrimination, (regardless of age, gender and
sexual orientation, social and cultural background, political or religious belief),
freedom of expression and speech, respect for human rights, dignity and care in a
democratic way.

TO B[ HEARD Listen to us when you ask about our opinions and do it without
prejudice - no point in asking if nothing is done about it. Don't listen to us only
when you need us. Join our spaces, take part in discussions, listen to what we have
to say. Decision makers need to be available and open for our opinions. But make
sure you are listening and not just hearing. Once you get the power - don't forget
your promises.

TO BE SAFE We want to feel and be safe, live without fake news and hate speech.
Internet is not a place for hate and lies but for keeping us connected, informed
and human,where we can feel safe, wanted and valued. We don’t want to be afraid
when being online. Online safety and protection of individual privacy must become
a priority for decision makers. Privacy is and should be a right of every individual.
Make sure that you don'’t overregulate - there is a thin line between hate speech and
freedom of speech

TO KNOW, BE INFORMED AND AWAKE Make the rules of the internet understandable

and clear. We want to know what kind of data is being collected about us. We want
internet to be free and neutral. We want to exercise our right to be be able to remove
and be deliberately forgotten. We are aware that there is a lot of false information
and that not everything is true on the internet. There is a strong need to distinguish
between fake news and actual facts - support us in this struggle!
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TO HAV[ DI()NHY AND R[SP[U Digital society needs to be respectful, inclusive and

non-violent. We want friendships, a human approach and not to be bullied online.
We want to see supportive and safe environments that will boost our self-esteem
rather than crash it with hateful comments. Educating on the values of mutual
respect, tolerance and human dialogue, will support in solving the root problems
and be more effective than treating the consequences.

TO SMY HUMAN All generations need to be supported, to be online, and internet
needs to be accessible and free for everyone. We want digital and overall education
to be improved, with more resources to be invested in education and new methods
to improve the quality of teaching. We don'’t all have the same starting points or
same digital experiences. We want to see investments in people and their learning,
not only in digital infrastructures and artificial intelligence. Machines and technology
don’t have one thing that we have - human perspective.

Note:

The WYRED Manifesto has been created based on consultations with young people
in different face to face meetings and events, Delphi2 research and the WYRED
platform. At least 300 young people from all over Europe, between 15-30 years of
age, took part in its creation and formulation. The manifesto will continue to be a
consultative document throughout WYRED project. This document is a collection
of young people’s thoughts.
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